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Height was no issue for a group of 
Fort St. John students, who came to visit 
Northern Lights College’s Wind Turbine 
Maintenance Technician program and 
other trades areas.

Students had a great time touring the wind turbines on Bear Mountain, as part of a tour at 
Northern Lights College.

Staff members said farewell to two employ-
ees from the Fort St. John Daycare.

After 14 years working at the North-
ern Lights College Daycare, staff said 
farewell to Shirley Salmond.

Fort St. John Campus Administrator 
Kathy Handley had a few words to say on 
Salmond’s last day.

“I know Shirley has crossed paths 
with many children – we were just talk-
ing about how many children she has had 
a hand in caring for and teaching, and in 
many cases she has provided care to sib-
ling groups over several years, not only 
children, but grandchildren of our staff,” 
she said.

But Salmond has a lot of new plans.
“It is time to say farewell and 

pursue new adventures,” said Salmond. 
“Swimming and fishing on the ocean 
and camping on the Island with our three 
grandchildren and family.”

Salmond also plans to return to some 
volunteer work with the Palliative Care 
Society.

“Thank you for the memories. My life 

Lending a 
hand
Some of Northern Lights 
College’s accounting 
stream business manage-
ment students put on a 
free taxation seminar for 
other students, using and 
applying their newly-found 
skills.

Strategies created for 
business by students

Northern Lights College marketing 
students competed against one another in 
an academic competition.

The students had to design a strategy 
for Computer Emporium’s new Fort St. 
John location. Each group of students 
created a business plan and presentation 
for their marketing strategy.

The competition was judged 
by Desmond Brisbin of Computer 
Emporium, Russ Beerling of CCT 
Controls, and Andy Ackerman of 
Myriad Consulting. Everyone was very 
thankful for the time the judges took 
out of their day for the competition. The 
winning group was comprised of Georgia 
Green, Tim Atchison, Brendan Loewan 
and Laura Crossland, who had some 
innovative marketing strategies.

“I would like to thank our judges 
Desmond Brisbin, Russ Beerling and 
Andy Ackerman again for helping youth 
in our community succeed and become 
better prepared for their lives when they 
graduate,” said Elliot Layton.

Reaching new heights in learning
The students started in the Automotive 

shop on the South Peace Campus, which 
currently houses one of the College’s 
wind turbines. Students asked questions 
about the mechanics of the turbine, 

and got to check out the inside, before 
boarding back on the bus and taking a 
trip up Bear Mountain.

With the tour led by Rick Hall, Trades 
and Apprenticeship Chair, the students 

gained a lot of great information about 
the finer mechanics of wind turbines.

Once they were along the ridge, 
students got a chance to get up close and 
personal with the wind turbines running 
along Bear Mountain. They were 
impressed by the height of the turbines, 
as well as the view on the other side.

Some students also took a chance 
to see how many of them it took to go 
around the base of the turbine.

Later, the students were able to check 
out some of NLC’s other trades pro-
grams, including Aircraft Maintenance, 
Carpentry, Millwright and Welding.

NLC says goodbye to two Fort St. John staff members
has been enriched.”

As well, Sandy Anderson also said 
farewell on the same day. Having worked 
in the Fort St. John Daycare since Aug. 
7, 2000, Anderson has been the “go to” 
person for parents and staff.

“It is with a very heavy heart that I say 
goodbye today. It was a great 15 years. I 
learned a lot met wonderful children and 
parents,” said Anderson. “Every class be-
came a family and it was always sad to 
see them move on.”

Handley also had a few words for 
Anderson.

“She has managed to keep the centre 
running exceptionally smoothly, and her 
leadership in the daycare has created an 
environment of calm and efficiency. San-
dy has been a longstanding member of 
the social committee and for many years 
has made enormous contributions of her 
own time to fundraise for the daycare and 
ensure that NLC felt like a community 
and a family,” she said.

▲

How many students does it take to hug a wind turbine?


